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Pascha: The Formula for Joy 
 

[This message today is about] becoming comfortable with the seasons of our lives and recognizing God’s 
presence and love in each of these seasons. Each has its own challenges and blessings. Let’s rise to the  
challenges and rejoice in the blessings. After all, this is the day that the Lord has made for us. After all, we 
were born for Pascha, and all of life and all the gifts are to help us embrace this reality of union with God. 
This is true whether we are just learning to drive or are experiencing the aches of the rusty years. 

The enemy of joy in every season of our lives is unreasonable expectations. Where do these expectations 
come from? Some who study human development believe that during the earliest days of our lives we  
begin to frame in our minds how the world works and what we feel about it. We imagine what it will be 
like to be older, an adult, married, a parent, or a retiree. What information does a young child have to make 
such judgments? He has his own perceptions of the families around him – and television. What a scary 
thought! Could it be that our ideas of success as adults come from a child’s perceptions of happiness? I  
believe so. Now couple this with modern notions that happiness (and not simply the pursuit of happiness) 
is an inalienable right, and that happiness is egocentric and carnal, and we have a recipe for disaster. 

Repent! Don’t let the youth part of you that controls feeling steal away your Pascha, your family, your  
union with God, your very salvation. Repent! Don’t let your feelings, which are fleeting and temporary, 
take over your judgment, commitment and knowledge of right and wrong. Repent! Use your godly rela-
tionships and good mind to help you through the developmental struggles that every healthy relationship 
goes through. 

During Lent, St. Basil calls us to pray for those who are confused in their relationships with God, those who 
are tempted by others, those who are oppressed, etc. During Lent we intensify our prayer so that we can 
support each other and re-focus on our goals. The goal of our life should be what we are created for, and 
again, we are created for union with God and each other. Our lives are not just our own. We are social 
 creatures who belong to families and parishes that count on us. We belong to networks of people that God 
uses to reveal Himself. 

Be strong and keep the struggle no matter what you face; continue your journey to Pascha. Acknowledge 
the season of your life, and identify its struggles and challenges. Be deliberate about seeking God’s will and 
being a Christian of integrity. As you prepare for Pascha to meet the Risen Lord, dedicate yourself to God, 
your family, and your Church. Dedicated to God, family, and Church, we can proclaim together the victory 
of Christ: Christ is Risen indeed! 

 

Article written by His Grace, Bishop JOHN of the Diocese of Worchester & New England  

(originally published in the Word Magazine – April 2015) 
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St. Antipas, Bishop of Pergamum - April 11 
 

Hieromartyr Antipas, a disciple of the holy 
Apostle John the Theologian, was Bishop of the 
Church of Pergamum during the reign of the 
Emperor Nero (54-68 AD). By his personal 
 example, firm faith and constant preaching 
about Christ, Saint Antipas began to turn the 
people of Pergamum from offering sacrifice to 
idols. The pagan priests reproached the bishop 
for leading the people away from their ancestral 
gods, and they demanded that he stop  
preaching about Christ and offer sacrifice to the 
idols instead.  

St. Antipas calmly answered that he was not 
about to serve the demons that fled from him, a 
mere mortal. He said he worshiped the Lord 
Almighty, and he would continue to worship 
the Creator of all, with His Only-Begotten Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  

The enraged pagan priests dragged St. Antipas to the temple of Artemis and threw 
him into a red-hot copper bull, where usually they put the sacrifices to the idols. In 
the red-hot furnace the martyr prayed loudly to God, imploring Him to receive his 
soul and to strengthen the faith of the Christians. He went to the Lord peacefully, 
as if he were going to sleep.  

At night Christians took the body of the Hieromartyr Antipas, which was un-
touched by the fire. They buried him at Pergamum. The tomb of the St. Antipas  
became a font of miracles and of healings from various sicknesses. We pray to him 
for relief from toothache, and diseases of the teeth. 

Troparion (Tone 3) of St. Antipas, Bishop of Pergamum: 

By choosing the Apostles’ way of life, you succeeded to their throne. Inspired by 
God you found the way to divine contemplation through the practice of virtue,  
after teaching the word of truth without error. You defended the Faith to the very 
shedding of your blood, O Holy Martyr among Bishops, Antipas, entreat the Lord 
our God to save our souls. 

 

 

  

Quiz on p. 5 
1. C  2. A  3. B  4. D  5. D 
6. A  7. B  8. C  9. T  10. A 
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         St. Sabbas “the General” of Rome – April 24 

 

St. Sabbas Stratelates came from a Gothic tribe. 
For his bravery he attained the high rank of  
military general or “stratelates,” and he served 
under the Roman emperor Aurelian (270-275). 
From his youth, Sabbas was a Christian and he 
fervently followed the commands of Christ. He 
helped the needy, and visited Christians in prison. 
Because of his pure and virtuous life the saint  
received from the Lord the gift of wonderwork-
ing, healing the sick, and casting out demons.  

When the emperor learned that St. Sabbas was a 
Christian, he demanded that he apostatize 
(renounce his faith). The martyr threw down his 
military belt and declared that he would not  
forsake his faith. They beat him, burned him with 
torches, and threw him into a cauldron with tar, 
but the martyr remained unharmed.  

Looking on at his torments, seventy soldiers came to believe in Christ. They were 
beheaded by the sword. St. Sabbas was thrown in prison. At midnight, while he 
was praying, Christ appeared to the martyr and shone on him the light of His 
Glory. The Savior bade him not to fear, but to stand firm. Encouraged, the Martyr 
Sabbas underwent new torture in the morning, and was drowned in a river in 
272. 

Troparion (Tone 5) of St. Sabbas “the General” of Rome: 

You abandoned earthly rank and honor, and as an athlete, confessed Christ God 
before the false and tyrannical emperors. For His sake, you endured much  
suffering, O glorious one. Therefore, splendidly adorned with the armies of heav-
en, you have been crowned with a beautiful wreath of victory by the King who 
reigns over all. As you stand before Him, O Martyr Sabbas, pray that He may 
save our souls. 
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Holy Week Schedule 
 

 

         Saturday, April 8, Lazarus Saturday, Divine Liturgy, 10:00a 

         Sunday, April 9, Palm Sunday, Matins - 9:00a 

         Divine Liturgy - 10:00a 

         Bridegroom Matins - 6:00p 

        Holy Monday, April 10, Bridegroom Matins - 6:00p 

        Holy Tuesday, April 11, Bridegroom Matins - 6:00p 

        Holy Wednesday, April 12, Unction Service - 6:00p 

        Holy Thursday, April 13, Liturgy-Institution of the Eucharist - 10:00a 

       Passion Gospels - 6:00p 

        Holy Friday, April 14, Royal Hours - 10:00a 

           Un-nailing Vespers - 3:00p 

           Lamentations - 7:00p 

        Holy Saturday, April 15, Vesperal Liturgy - 10:00a 

      Matins & Paschal Liturgy - 9:00p 

        PASCHA, April 16, Agape Vespers - 11:00a 
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Feast of the Raising of Lazarus  
 

 1. Which day of the week do we celebrate the Feast of the Raising of Lazarus (from the dead)? 

A. Monday    B. Wednesday 
C. Saturday   D. Sunday 
 

 2. Which major Feast (in the Life of the Church) is closely connected with the Raising of Lazarus? 

A. Our Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem    B. Annunciation to the Theotokos 
C. Transfiguration of our Lord      D. Nativity of our Lord 
 

 3. Lazarus has two sisters: Mary and _____? 

A. Margaret       B. Martha 
C. Michelle        D. Melanie     
 

 4. How many days had Jesus’ friend Lazarus been dead before Jesus raised him from the dead? 

A. One        B. Two 
C. Three     D. Four 
 

 5. Which Gospel is the only one to recount the Raising of Lazarus? 

A. Matthew   B. Mark 
C. Luke          D. John 
 

 6. What city did Lazarus and his sisters live in? 

A. Bethany        B. Jericho 
C. Nazareth      D. Capernaum 
 

 7. In response to Lazarus’ sister statement, Jesus says: “I am the _____ and the life. He who  
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never 
die.” (11:25-26) 

A. way        B. resurrection 
C. bread      D. truth 
 

 8. Holy Tradition tells us that Lazarus lived another 30 years before dying. He later became a bish-
op. On what island was he a bishop? 

A. Malta       B. Sicily 
C. Cyprus    D. Patmos 
 

 9. After the miracle of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus.  
True or False? 

 

10. What does Lazarus’ name mean? 

A. God helps       B. God loves 
C. God forgives   D. God raises  
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

             DEPARTED 
Charlotte Norris (Mother of Peggy Corey) 

 
 
 

                   LIVING 

Archpriest George Rados 
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy 
Gary, Adelle, and newborn Aria Lee Watts 
Kay Ellis   Linda Shahadey 
Isabel   Bill Kassis 
Colton 
Miriam Yazge 
Patti Maloof 
Amy Issa 
Ian Scott 

 

Pardon our Mess...but the 

NEW LOOK will Impress:  

We have a variety of 

constructions going on to  

update and upgrade our  

parish facilities; these will  

continue over the next  

several weeks.  Again, please 

be careful around the facilities 

and pardon our mess  

as we continue 

 to improve and upgrade!  
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The St. George Social Center 

is available to the public for those special days of celebrations:  
wedding receptions, anniversary parties,  graduation parties;  

 for your business needs:  banquets, meetings, fund raising events, 
 company parties; and for the good times:   

special holiday parties, dinner/dances, etc. 
  

For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338 

Thank You to our following Newsletter Sponsors 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!! 

PLEASE CALL 812-232-5244 

TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN  
REACH OUT TO OUR  

PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS  
 TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS. 

New Website & Email List 

Visit our NEW website: www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com. 
Please make as your homepage in order to get more “traffic”  

and make the website better known.  

 

Are you on our weekly parish EMAIL list?  If not, please contact the Church Office. 
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The Messenger is a Monthly  
Publication of our Parish Community 
 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Dn. Elias Corey 

 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 

502-592-9981 cell        frpaul.fuller@gmail.com 

 

Liturgical Schedule 

 
Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 
    

Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

 

St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 

     Holy Oblation 

April    2  Zack & Denise Kassis 

April    9  Ladies Society 

April  16  Parish Community 

April  23  John & Jamie Ellis 

April  30  Drs. Gary & Adelle Watts 

      Coffee (Fellowship) Hour 

April    2  Zack & Denise Kassis 

April    9  Palm Sunday Fish Luncheon 

April  16  Paschal Meal - Parish Community 

April  23  Church School / Ellis Family 

April  30  Drs. Gary & Adelle Watts &  

   Baptism of Aria Lee  

 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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We encourage our Holy Oblation and Coffee 
(Fellowship) Hour sponsors to offer a “meal” when  
hosting so that our parishioners and any guests and   vis-
itors will have the opportunity to interact in             fel-
lowship. This is a vital aspect of participation in the Life 
of the Church; we still have dates available in 2017.  


