
1 

 

The Messenger August 2017 Volume 30 Issue 8 

Preparing for the Dormition of the Theotokos 

During the first two weeks of August, we prepare for the Feast of the Dormition 
(Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos (August 15). This commemoration is preceded by 
a two-week fasting period and a special liturgical service called Paraklesis 
(Supplication) to the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. It is a service of supplication 
specifically for the living (like a Memorial Service, which is a supplication for the 
departed). This feast commemorates the death, resurrection and glorification of 
Christ’s Mother. It proclaims that Mary has been “assumed” by God into the  
Heavenly Kingdom in the fullness of her spiritual and bodily existence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tradition of the Church is that Mary died as all people die, not “voluntarily” 
as her Son, but by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is indivisibly 
bound up with the corruption of this world. The Virgin Mary has that special 
“motherly boldness” and constantly intercedes on our behalf to her Son and God, 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, we honor her and ask for her supplication with our own 
struggles in this life. 

Join us on Tuesday and Thursday of the first two weeks in August at 6:00p as we 
celebrate the Paraklesis service, supplicating the Theotokos for physical, mental, 
and spiritual healing and well-being. As one of the hymns from the service        
proclaims: “She is our only hope, protectress, and surety in times of need.”  

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Memorial_Services
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 Quiz for the Feast of the Transfiguration  
1. Which fruit is customarily blessed during this Feast? 

    A. Grapefruit    B. Grapes    C. Watermelon   D. Bananas 

 

2. Jesus took three disciples with him upon the mountain. Peter, James, and ____? 
   A. Andrew    B. Matthew    C. John    D. Thomas          
 
 3. Which date in August is the Feast of the Transfiguration celebrated? 
    A. 6      B. 12     C. 15    D. 21 
 
 4. Upon which mountain did this miraculous occurrence take place? 

    A. Mount Sinai   B. Mount of Olives   C. Mount Carmel   D. Mount Tabor      
 
 5. Which Gospel does NOT give an account of the Transfiguration? 
      A. Matthew    B. Mark    C. Luke     D. John 
 
 6. The disciples witness Jesus speaking with two figures. Moses and _____? 

    A. Elijah    B. Adam   C. David    D. Isaiah 
 
 7. After witnessing our Lord’s Transfiguration and speaking with two figures, Peter asks the Lord if 
he can make three ____? 

    A. crosses    B. fire pits    C. statues     D. tabernacles 
 
 8. According to the Gospel narratives of the Transfiguration of Jesus, a voice is heard from heaven 
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well ____.” 

    A. Loved    B. Pleased    C. Concerned    D. Desired 
 
 9. The disciples told everyone about the miracle they witnessed right away.  True or False? 

 

10. According to the Scriptural accounts, what were Jesus and the two figures speaking about? 

A. the Creation of the world   B. the Devil   C. the Crucifixion   D. Jewish Temple Laws  

 

 

Our NEW website has been recently updated with previous  

bulletins, newsletters, and calendars for 2017:  

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 

 

Are you on our weekly parish EMAIL list?   

If not, please contact the Church Office. There are many parishioners who are NOT 

opening our weekly parish email, please check your “Spam Folder.”  
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90th Parish Anniversary Celebration 

September 1-3, 2017—Labor Day Weekend 
 

Join us as we commemorate 90 years of Orthodox 
Christian worship and ministry in Terre Haute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festivities presided over by                               
His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY  

 

Special events throughout the weekend with our 
Youth, Ladies Society, and Parish Council 

 

Grand Banquet & Hafli—Sunday, September 3rd 

Tickets—Adult: $50    Children: $20 
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Archdeacon Laurence of Rome – August 10 
 

The Martyrs Archdeacon Laurence, Pope Sixtus, Deacons  
Felicissimus and Agapitus, the Soldier Romanus were citizens 
of Rome, and suffered in the year 258 under the emperor  
Valerian (253-259). St. Sixtus was arrested and put in prison 
together with his deacons Felicissimus and Agapitus. When 
the holy archdeacon Laurence visited Pope Sixtus in prison, he 
cried out with tears: “Whither art thou gone, father? Why hast 
thou forsaken thine archdeacon? Take thy son with thee, that I 
may be thy companion in having blood shed for Christ!” St. 
Sixtus answered him: “I have not forsaken thee, my son. I am 
old and go to an easy death, but yet greater sufferings await 
thee. Know, that after three days upon our death thou shalt 
follow after me. Go, take the church treasury and distribute it 
to the poor and needy Christians.” He zealously did the  
bidding of the holy hierarch.  

Having heard, that Pope Sixtus had been taken to trial with 
the deacons, St. Laurence went there to witness their deed, and 

he said to the holy bishop: “Father, I have already fulfilled thy command, and distributed by hand thine 
treasury; forsake me not!” Hearing something about treasure, soldiers put him under guard, and the 
other martyrs were beheaded. The emperor locked up St. Laurence in prison and ordered the chief jailer 
Hyppolitus to keep watch over him. In prison St. Laurence healed the sick gathered together with him 
and baptized many.  

Astonished by this, Hyppolitus himself believed and accepted Baptism from St. Laurence together with 
all his household. Soon Archdeacon Laurence was again brought to the emperor and commanded to 
produce the hidden treasure. He answered: “Give me three days, and I shalt show thee this treasure.” 
He gathered up a crowd of the poor and the sick, who ate only because of the charity of the Church, 
and bringing them he explained: “Here are the vessels in which is contained the treasure. And  
everyone, who puts their treasure in these vessels, will receive them in abundance in the Heavenly 
Kingdom.”  

After this they gave St. Laurence over to fierce tortures, urging him to worship idols. The martyr was 
scourged with metal switches and burning his wounds with fire. After this they stretched St. Laurence 
on a rack and returned him to prison. Taking him to his final torture, they placed him in an iron cage, 
under which they set an intense fire with flames of the fire flickering towards the body of the martyr. St. 
Laurence, glancing at the governor, said: “Here now, you burn only one side of my body, turn me over 
and do my whole body.” Dying, he uttered: “I thank Thee, Lord Jesus, that Thou hast accounted me 
worthy to enter into Thy gates” -- and with these words he gave up the spirit. Hyppolitus took the body 
of the martyr by night, wrapped it in a shroud with ointments. They buried the body of the holy martyr 
Archdeacon Laurence in a cave.  

Troparion (Tone 4) of Archdeacon Laurence of Rome: 

Victorious Martyr of Christ our God, by the sign of the Cross thou gavest sight to the blind; thou distributed the 
riches of the Church to the poor; thou were tried by fire and no evil was found in thee. As thou endured the  
burning, may thy prayers extinguish the flames of our many sins, blessed Archdeacon Laurence! 
 

/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOroHN05DVAhUOziYKHfxDCXUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Forthodoxwiki.org%2FLawrence_of_Rome&psig=AFQjCNHw5ctGRcBj8bKqEyda1CHtQ4aTNA&ust=1500392422510997
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Prophet Samuel – August 20 
 

The Prophet Samuel was the fifteenth and last of 
the Judges of Israel, living more than 1146 years 
before the Birth of Christ. He was descended from 
the Tribe of Levi. He was born, having been  
besought from the Lord through the prayers of 
his mother Hannah (therefore he received the 
name Samuel, which means “besought from 
God”). Even before birth, he was dedicated to 
God. Her song, “My heart exults in the Lord,” is 
the Third Ode of the Old Testament (1 Sam/1 
Kings 2:1-10). At a young age, she gave him into 
the care of the High Priest Eli, who at this time 
was a judge over Israel. The prophet grew in the 
fear of God, and at age twelve he had a revelation 
that God would punish the house of the High 
Priest Eli, because he did not restrain the impiety 
of his sons. 

The prophecy was fulfilled when the Philistines, 
having slain in battle 30,000 Israelites (among 

them were also the sons of the High Priest, Hophni and Phinees), gaining victory and capturing 
the Ark of the Covenant. Hearing this, the High Priest Eli fell backwards from his seat at the gate, 
and breaking his back, he died. Upon the death of Eli, Samuel became the judge of the nation of 
Israel. The Ark of God was returned by the Philistines on their own initiative.  

Then the elders of Israel, wanting the nation of God to be “like other nations” (1 Sam/1 Kgs 8: 20), 
demanded of the Prophet Samuel that they have a king. The Prophet Samuel anointed Saul as 
king, but saw in this a downfall of the people, whom God Himself had governed until this time, 
announcing His will through His chosen saints. Resigning the position of judge, the Prophet  
Samuel asked the people if they consented to his continued governance, but no one stepped  
forward for him.  

After denouncing the first king, Saul, for his disobedience to God, the Prophet Samuel anointed 
David as king. He had offered David asylum, saving him from the pursuit of King Saul. The 
Prophet Samuel died in extreme old age. His life is recorded in the Bible (1 Sam/1 Kgs; Sirach 
46:13-20). In the year 406 AD the relics of the Prophet Samuel were transferred from Judea to 
Constantinople.  

Troparion (Tone 2) of Prophet Samuel: 

Thou wast given as a precious gift to a barren womb, and offered as a fragrant sacrifice to Thy Lord. Thou 
served Him in truth and righteousness; wherefore we honor thee, O Samuel Prophet of God, as an  
intercessor for our souls. 

 

 

Answers to Quiz on Page  2              

1. B     2. C    3. A    4. D     5. D      

6. A    7. D    8. B     9. F     10. C 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 

             DEPARTED 
+ Kh. Stefanie Yazge 

+ Metropolitan Paul of Australia (AOC) 

+ Metropolitan Antonio of Mexico (AOC) 

+Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago (Greek) 

+ Protodeacon Gregory Hatrak (St Vladimir Sem.) 

+Kaleel (Big K) Ellis 
+Estelle Katsoulis  

 
 
 

                           LIVING 

Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John 
Archpriest George Rados         
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy       
Kh. Manal Dahdouh (Toronto)  
Mary Lou Saikley         
Carol Latinovitch 
Mary Helen Ellis and family 

Aaron & Ashley (& the child she bears) Watson 

Miriam Yazge 
Fr. Anthony Yazge & family (Antiochian Village) 

Mat. Robyn Hatrak (St Vladimir Seminary)  

Colton 

Tom & Irene Doney 

Mary Beth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have begun our Food Preparation; please volunteer and get involved!  
 

For more information, please contact Maria David (812-243-5890). 

Sampler Platter Pre-sale Tickets Available. 
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The St. George Social Center is available to the public for those  
special days of celebrations: wedding receptions, anniversary parties,  

graduation parties; for your business needs: banquets, meetings, fund raising 
events, company parties; and for the good times: holiday parties, dinners, etc. 

  

For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338 

What Our Youth Are Saying… 
Michael was asked to briefly reflect upon his experience at the Antiochian Village. We hope other families will 
consider sending their children to camp next Summer. Below is his reflection presented in his own words. 

I have just returned from the Antiochian Village [July 2-14]. It’s an Orthodox  
Christian camp in Pennsylvania that I experienced for two enjoyable weeks. I took a 
shuttle [bus] with fellow Orthodox Christian youth from Indianapolis and  
Louisville to the location. There, we experienced 12 days worth of Orthodox  
activities and games. 

While there, we were assigned cabins with 6-8 fellow cabin mates and 1 Counselor. In 
my cabin of 9 this year, there was a kid from India and Canada. Luckily, we were able 
to enjoy fireworks going off for an entire day due to the 4th of July  
coinciding with this year’s session. They have various other specific daily activities in 
which we participated. For instance, they have Challenge Ropes Course,  
Overnight Camping, and Color Wars. 

We start the day with Orthros [Matins], which is a 45-minute [morning] service, and 
then go to breakfast. We then go to our Christian education classes for 2 hours. We 
have a half hour cabin time to change and then go to lunch at 12:30p. In the  
afternoon, we have two one-hour sessions of activities, such as soccer, basketball, and 
archery. Afterwards, we have an hour and a half of cabin time, and then a  
45-minute Vespers service, followed by dinner. Finally, we have evening program, 
which varies day to day. We once had a talent show and mini-carnival. I enjoyed my 
time there and will go again next year.    -Michael, age 12, son of Jim & Tricia Tanoos 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Dn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

St. George Orthodox Church is a parish of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 

       Holy Oblation     Coffee (Fellowship) Hour 
 

Aug  6     Mary Ann Tanoos  Mary Ann Tanoos 

Aug  13   Zack & Denise Kassis Zack & Denise Kassis 

Aug  20   Turner Family   Turner Family 

Aug  27   Daniel & Ashlee Tanoos Daniel & Ashlee Tanoos 

 

Sept  3     Parish Community  90th Anniversary 

Sept  10   Simbol Family  Simbol Family 

Sept  17   Jim & Tricia Tanoos  Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

Sept  24   Michael Buzash  Michael Buzash 

 

Oct 1     Available   Available 

Oct 8        Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller      Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller 

Oct 15     Rosemarie Tanoos  Rosemarie Tanoos 

Oct 22     Gary & Adelle Watts Gary & Adelle Watts 

Oct 29      Available   Available 

 

We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and    
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship. 
Several Sundays still OPEN in October & November. 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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