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The Messenger December 2017 Vol. 30 Issue 12 

”Beginning and Sequence in the Genealogy of Jesus Christ” 

The Genealogy offered at the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew (which is read as the Gospel    
lesson on the Sunday before Christmas) lists the ancestry of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. It is a list of curious people – saints and sinners – some righteous, some not so much – some 
well-known in Jewish history, others unknown and unexpected. The Genealogy is broken up into 3 
sections of 14 generations each: Abraham to David; David to the Babylonian exile; Babylonian exile 
to the coming of the Messiah – Jesus Christ. 

Within this last section, except for the first two (Shealtiel and Zerubbabel) and the last two (Joseph 
and Mary), the generations listed are a collection of unknown people whose names never made it 
into sacred history for having done something significant. Yet, these generations of unknown    
people, presumably a mix of saint and sinner, were the vehicles of restoration – the coming of the 
Messiah. Certainly another indication of the unpredictability of God’s grace is that He                   
accomplishes His purpose through those whom others regard as unimportant and forgettable.  

The genealogy is more than retrospective and instructive, however. We must recognize that in    
acting in Jesus Christ, God is consistent with His action in Abraham and David, in the patriarchs, in 
the kings, and in the unknown. But that is only one aspect of the story of Jesus Christ, a story that 
has a sequence as well as a beginning; and the ongoing aspects are what makes the genealogy 
“good news” for Matthew’s audience and for us. If the beginning of the story involved as many 
sinners as saints, so has the sequence. If we realize that human beings have been empowered to 
preserve, proclaim, and convey the salvation brought by Jesus Christ throughout the ongoing     
history, the genealogy of the sequence of Jesus contains as peculiar an assortment of people as did 
the genealogy of the beginnings.  

If it was a challenge to recognize in the last part of Matthew’s genealogy that totally unknown   
people were part of the story of Jesus Christ, it may be a greater challenge to recognize that the   
unknown characters of today are an essential part of the sequence. A sense of being unimportant 
and too insignificant to contribute to the continuation of the story of Jesus Christ in the world is  
belied by the genealogy, and the proclamation of that genealogy during this Advent season is      
designed to give us hope about our own destiny and importance. The message of the genealogy is 
an enabling invitation. 

A meditation on “The story of the origin of Jesus Christ – Abraham was the father of Isaac…Jesse 
was the father of David the king…Achim was the father of Eliud” – should convince reader and 
hearer that the authentic “story of the sequence of Jesus Christ” is that Jesus called Peter and 
Paul…Paul called Timothy…someone called you…and you must call someone else. 

 

Edited and taken from A Coming Christ in Advent by Raymond E. Brown 
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 Great-martyr Barbara – December 4 

 

The Holy Great-martyr Barbara lived and suffered 
during the reign of the emperor Maximian (305-311). 
Her father, the pagan Dioscorus, was a rich and  
illustrious man in the Syrian city of Heliopolis. After 
the death of his wife, he devoted himself to his only 
daughter. Seeing Barbara’s extraordinary beauty, Di-
oscorus decided to hide her from the eyes of 
strangers. Therefore, he built a tower for Barbara, 
where only her pagan teachers were allowed to see 
her.  

The fame of her beauty spread throughout the city, 
and many sought her hand in marriage. But despite 
the entreaties of her father, she refused all of them. 
Dioscorus decided that the temperament of his 
daughter had been affected by her life of seclusion. 
He therefore permitted her to leave the tower and 
gave her full freedom in her choice of friends and 
acquaintances. Thus, Barbara met young Christian 
maidens in the city, and they taught her about the 

Creator of the world, about the Trinity, and about the Divine Logos. Through the Providence of 
God, a priest arrived in Heliopolis from Alexandria disguised as a merchant. After instructing her in 
the mysteries of the Christian Faith, he baptized Barbara, then returned to his own country.  

During this time a luxurious bathhouse was being built at the house of Dioscorus. By his orders the 
workers prepared to put two windows on the south side. But Barbara, taking advantage of her  
father’s absence, asked them to make a third window, thereby forming a Trinity of light. On one of 
the walls of the bathhouse Barbara traced a cross with her finger. The cross was deeply etched into 
the marble, as if by an iron instrument. Later, her footprints were imprinted on the stone steps of the 
bathhouse. The water of the bathhouse had great healing power. 

When Dioscorus returned and expressed dissatisfaction about the change in his building plans, his 
daughter told him about how she had come to know the Triune God, about the saving power of the 
Son of God, and about the futility of worshipping idols. Dioscorus went into a rage, grabbed a 
sword and was on the point of striking her with it.  

Dioscorus beat his daughter terribly, and then placed her under guard and tried to wear her down 
with hunger. Finally, he handed her over to the prefect of the city, named Martianus. They beat St. 
Barbara fiercely: they struck her with rawhide, and rubbed her wounds with a hair cloth to increase 
her pain. By night St. Barbara prayed fervently to her Heavenly Bridegroom, and the Savior Himself 
appeared and healed her wounds. Then they subjected the saint to new, and even more frightful  
torments. Dioscorus himself executed St. Barbara. The wrath of God was not slow to punish both 
torturers, Martianus and Dioscorus. They were killed after being struck by lightning. 

(continued on page 4)             Answers to Quiz on p. 5: 
           1. A  2. C  3. D  4. A  5. A 
           6. C  7. D  8. B  9. A  10. C 
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St. Modestos – December 16 
 

St. Modestus, Archbishop of Jerusalem, was born 
into a Christian family in Cappadocian Sebasteia 
(Asia Minor). From his youth he felt a strong at-
traction towards strict monastic life. St. Modestus 
accepted monastic tonsure. Afterwards, he  
became head of the monastery of St. Theodosius 
the Great in Palestine. At this time (the year 614), 
military forces of the Persian ruler Chosroes fell 
upon Syria and Palestine, killing ninety thousand 
Christians and destroying Christian churches.  
Patriarch Zacharias of Jerusalem and a multitude 
of Christians were taken into captivity, along with 
the Cross of the Lord. St. Modestus was entrusted 
to govern the Jerusalem Church temporarily as 
locum tenens of the patriarchal cathedral.  

With the help of Patriarch John the Merciful of  
Alexandria (November 12), St. Modestus set about 
restoring devastated Christian shrines, among 
which was the Sepulchre of the Lord. He  
reverently buried the murdered monks from the 
monastery of St. Sava the Sanctified. After  
fourteen years, Patriarch Zacharias returned from 
captivity with the Cross of the Lord, and after his 
death St. Modestus became Patriarch of Jerusalem. 
St. Modestus died at age 97 in the year 634.  

Troparion (Tone 3) of St. Modestos: 

Through the demonstration of your divine works, you gladdened everyone, and you enriched holy Sion with the 
radiance of the Apostles, and you righteously served the Savior as a priest, and lived a radiant life as a hierarch. O 
Father Modestos, entreat Christ God to grant us great mercy. 

 

 

 

(Saint Barbara - continued from page 3) 

In the sixth century the relics of the holy Great-martyr Barbara were transferred to Constantinople. Six 
hundred years later, they were transferred to Kiev (July 11) by Barbara, the daughter of the Byzantine 
Emperor Alexius Comnenos, who married the Russian prince Michael Izyaslavich. They rest even now 
at Kiev’s St. Vladimir Cathedral, where an Akathist to the saint is served each Tuesday. Many pious Or-
thodox Christians are in the habit of chanting the Troparion of St. Barbara each day, recalling the Sav-
ior’s promise to her that those who remembered her and her sufferings would be preserved from a sud-
den, unexpected death, and would not depart this life without benefit of the Holy Mysteries of Christ.  

Troparion (Tone 8) of St. Barbara: 

Let us honor the holy martyr Barbara, for as a bird she escaped the snares of the enemy, and destroyed them 
through the help and defense of the Cross. 
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Quiz on the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord 
 
1. What does “nativity” mean?  
   
A. birth   B. death    C. being created   D. blessing  
 
2. Of the gifts listed below, which one is NOT what the Magi (wise men) brought to the Christ-child? 
 
A. gold     B. myrrh    C. silver    D. frankincense 
 
3. Which ruler was searching for the Christ-child (Messiah) to kill him?  
   
A. Pontius Pilate    B. Caesar Augustus     C. Caiaphas      D. Herod  
 
4. When does the Nativity Fast (Advent) begin?  
   
A. November 15    B. November 20     C. December 1      D. December 10  
 
5. What led the Wise Men (Magi) to worship the Christ-child?  
   
A. a star       B. the moon     C. the sun    D. a compass  
   
6. Into what country did Joseph and Mary take Jesus as a child to avoid persecution from King Herod? 
   
A. Lebanon    B. Syria     C. Egypt     D. Jordan  
 
7. Which prophet said: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel?” 
 
A. David      B. Jeremiah      C. Elijah       D. Isaiah 
 
8. What does “Emmanuel” mean?  
   
A. Messiah       B. God with us      C. Jesus       D. Savior  
 
9. Fill in the blank: Angels appeared to the shepherds in the fields telling them the good news of the 
birth of the Messiah. They were praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, ______ towards men.” (Luke 2.14) 
 
A. goodwill     B. salvation      C. love      D. joy 
 
10. Fill in the blank: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of _____, the son of Abraham.”  
(Matthew 1:1) 
   
A. Joseph     B. Mary       C. David      D. God  
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be sent to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 

             DEPARTED 
+Those newly-departed from the recent  
   tragedies in Las Vegas, NYC, and Sutherland   
   Springs, TX;  
+Those newly-departed from the recent  
   hurricanes, earthquakes, & wildfires;  
+ Helen Baghdan Nasser;  
+ Archpriest George Rados; 
+ His Grace, Bishop Antoun (Diocese of Miami); 
+ Kh. Stefanie Yazge;  
+ Kaleel (Big K) Ellis  

 

 

                           LIVING 

Those suffering from the recent tragedies in      
Las Vegas, NYC, & Sutherland Springs, TX;  
Those suffering from the recent hurricanes,  
earthquakes, & wildfires;  
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John; 
Archpriest Stephen Rhudy; 
Archpriest Anthony Yazge & family;  
Colton;  
Miriam Yazge;  
Mary Lou Saikley; 
Carol Latinovitch;  
Mary Helen Ellis and family; Rados Family;   
Daniel, Ashlee, & newborn Preston Tanoos;  
Helen Corey;  
Christina Phipps; 
James, Laura, & newborn Joshua Michael Powell  

 

Winter Discussion Series 
 

Wednesday, December 20 @ 6:00p 

Nativity Paraklesis, Icon of the Nativity of our Lord 

Learn about All that is Depicted in this Festal Icon  

Potluck Dinner & Fellowship 
 

Discussion Series led by Fr. Paul Fuller 

Potluck Dinner (please bring a Lenten dish to share) 
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The St. George Social Center is available to the public for those  
special days of celebrations: wedding receptions, anniversary parties,  

graduation parties; for your business needs: banquets, meetings, fund raising 
events, company parties; and for the good times: holiday parties, dinners, etc. 

  

For additional information, contact Michael C. Ellis at 812-841-1338 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets Charity 

Many thanks to ALL who assisted with this beautiful 
ministry and charity on Sunday, November 19, where 
we distributed 200 Thanksgiving baskets to needy 
families in our Greater Terre Haute community. It 
was a blessed opportunity for our parish community 
to provide for many families in need; helping others 
in our community enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving 
meal. We are still taking in donations towards the 
$6,000 total in expenses if anyone would like to      
contribute, please do so! 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Dn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

      Holy Oblation     Coffee (Fellowship) Hour 
 

 

 

Dec 3      Maloof Family                      Maloof Family 

Dec 10    Russell Leo             Russell Leo  

Dec 17    Daniel & Paula Powell        Daniel & Paula Powell 

Dec 24    AVAILABLE            AVAILABLE 

Dec 24    Dn. Elias Corey & Family  Parish Council 

Dec 31    Tony Tanoos                         Tony Tanoos 

 

Jan 7       Mary Ann Tanoos           Mary Ann Tanoos 

Jan 14     AVAILABLE                       AVAILABLE 

Jan 21     AVAILABLE                       AVAILABLE 

Jan 28   AVAILABLE                       General Parish Assembly

  
 

We encourage those hosting the Holy Oblation and    
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour to offer a meal for fellowship. 
Please note that the Nativity Fast (Advent Season) began 
on November 15, plan the meal accordingly. Sign-up 
available now for 2018—please do so! 
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