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Living our Orthodox Faith in a Multi-Cultural Society 

    Orthodoxy by its very nature is a demanding religion, one that requires her faithful to fully embrace a 
lifestyle that is in opposition to the world about us. The many periods of fasting and the practice of standing 
for our services are just two things that set Orthodoxy apart in our world. In an age when so many embrace 
religions that require little or no standard of belief, Orthodoxy is a faith that holds to ancient dogmas and 
ways of worship that are virtually unchanged in two thousand years. 

     Our multi-cultural societies have radically changed the face of many countries throughout the western 
world, with immigration introducing many foreign religions into societies that were previously monolithic 
in religious tradition. Many countries in Western Europe and North America are now seeing the spread of 
Orthodoxy as never before, along with the introduction of Islam. This, together with the spread of            
secularism and atheism, has changed the religious map of many countries. These changes have made the 
practice of our faith more difficult since western societies no longer culturally support the open practice of 
Christianity. No longer do we see the expression of Christianity in the public forum, with the exception of 
Orthodox countries, prominently being a part of the societal fabric. Many people are even experiencing 
pressure to keep their faith a private affair, so as not to offend others by being “too religious.” With         
pluralism dominant in the work place and social settings, any display of our faith can be frowned upon. 

     This may work for some, but for a serious Orthodox Christian this is problematic. How do we live            
Orthodoxy as our faith demands if we live it in a vacuum, shuttling it off as a private fare practice only on 
Sundays? If we are truly to “put on Christ” and be transformed by the healing resources that are available 
by living a committed Orthodox faith, we cannot allow ourselves to live “Orthodoxy Lite.” Orthodoxy cries 
out to be lived, experienced, practiced! If we call ourselves Orthodox while rarely attending services,        
ignoring the fasting regulations, hiding our one icon in a bedroom, never making the sign of the cross in 
public, praying a blessing over our meal only when alone or with family, we are not practicing Orthodox 
Christians. 

     We must be bold in our faith. As a monk who wears my monastic garb everywhere, I can tell you it has a 
powerful impact on people. Even when sitting among friends who are not religious, I always bless my food. 
If I see a police car, fire truck or aid car pass by in downtown Seattle, I raise my hand in blessing, for I want 
my God to keep them safe, and I want whomever is in need of their help to receive it. I wear a cross around 
my neck not only because I am a priest, but because I am a Believer. I am not afraid to be public about my 
faith in Jesus Christ, for my faith demands it of me. Christ told His disciples that if they denied Him before 
men, so too would He deny them before His Father in heaven. Orthodox Christianity cries out to be lived 
publicly. Our very salvation demands it! 

Reflection written as a Facebook post of Abbot Tryphon of the All-Merciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR) near 
Seattle, Washington; posted on February 26, 2018. “Morning Offering” podcast available on Ancient Faith Radio. 
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Synaxis of the Archangel       
Gabriel—March 26 

    Archangel Gabriel was chosen by the 
Lord to announce to the Virgin Mary about 
the Incarnation of the Son of God from Her, 
to the great rejoicing of all mankind.    
Therefore, on the day after the Feast of the 
Annunciation, the day on which the All-
Pure Virgin is glorified, we give thanks to 
the Lord and we venerate His messenger 
Gabriel, who contributed to the mystery of 
our salvation. 

    Gabriel, the holy Archistrategos (Leader of the Heavenly Hosts), is a faithful servant of the Almighty 
God. He announced the future Incarnation of the Son of God to those of the Old Testament; he inspired 
the Prophet Moses to write the Pentateuch (first five books of the Old Testament), he announced the 
coming tribulations of the Chosen People to the Prophet Daniel (Dan. 8:16, 9:21-24); he appeared to 
Saint Anna (July 25) with the news that she would give birth to the Virgin Mary.  

    The holy Archangel Gabriel remained with the Holy Virgin Mary when She was a child in the     
Temple of  Jerusalem, and watched over Her throughout Her earthly life. He appeared to the Priest 
Zachariah, foretelling the birth of the Forerunner of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist. The Lord sent him 
to Saint  Joseph the Betrothed in a dream, to reveal to him the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God from the All-Pure Virgin Mary, and warned him of the wicked intentions of Herod, ordering him 
to flee into Egypt with the divine Infant and His Mother. When the Lord prayed in the Garden of   
Gethsemane before His Passion, the Archangel Gabriel, whose very name signifies “Man of God” (Luke 
22:43), was sent from Heaven to strengthen Him. The Myrrh-Bearing Women heard from the Archangel 
the joyous news of Christ’s Resurrection (Mt. 28:1-7, Mark 16:1-8). 

     Mindful of the manifold appearances of the holy Archangel Gabriel and of his zealous fulfilling of 
God’s will, and confessing his intercession for Christians before the Lord, the Orthodox Church calls 
upon its children to pray to the great Archangel with faith and love. The Synaxis of the Holy Archangel 
Gabriel is also celebrated on July 13. All the angels are commemorated on November 8. 

Troparion (Tone 4) of Archangel Gabriel:   

Gabriel, commander of the heavenly hosts, we who are unworthy beseech you, by your prayers          
encompass us beneath the wings of your immaterial glory, and faithfully preserve us who fall down 
and cry to you: “Deliver us from all harm, for you are the commander of the powers on high!” 
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St. John Climacus (“of the Ladder”)—
March 30 

    St. John of the Ladder is honored by Holy Church as a 
great ascetic and author of the renowned spiritual book 
called THE LADDER, from which he is also called “of the 
Ladder” (Climacus). There is almost no information 
about Saint John’s origins. One tradition suggests that he 
was born in Constantinople around the year 570, and was 
the son of Ss. Xenophon and Maria (January 26).  

    John went to Sinai when he was sixteen, submitting to 
Abba Martyrius as his instructor and guide. After four 
years, John was tonsured as a monk. Abba Strategios, 
who was present at St. John’s tonsure, predicted that he 
would become a great luminary in the Church of Christ. 
For nineteen years St. John progressed in monasticism in 
obedience to his spiritual Father. After the death of Abba 
Martyrius, he embarked on a solitary life, settling in a 
wild place called Thola, where he spent forty years       
laboring in silence, fasting, prayer, and tears of penitence.  

    It is not by chance that in THE LADDER St. John speaks about tears of repentance: “Just as fire burns and    

destroys the wood, so pure tears wash away every impurity, both external and internal.” His holy prayer was 

strong and efficacious, as may be seen from an example from the life of the God-pleasing saint. Concealing his 

ascetic deeds from others, Saint John sometimes withdrew into a cave, but reports of his holiness spread far 

beyond the vicinity. Visitors from all walks of life came to him, desiring to hear his words of edification and 

salvation. After forty years of solitary asceticism, he was chosen as igumen of Sinai when he was seventy-five. 

Saint John governed the holy monastery for four years. Toward the end of his life, the Lord granted him the 

gifts of clairvoyance and wonderworking.  
 

    Saint John felt that such a task was beyond his ability, yet out of obedience he fulfilled the request. The saint 

called his work THE LADDER, for the book is “a fixed ladder leading from earthly things to the Holy of      

Holies....” The thirty steps of spiritual perfection correspond to the thirty years of the Lord’s age. When we 

have completed these thirty steps, we will find ourselves with the righteous and will not stumble.                

THE LADDER begins with renunciation of the world, and ends with God, Who is love (1 John 4:8). Although 

the book was written for monks, any Christian living in the world will find it an unerring guide for ascending 

to God, and a support in the spiritual life.  
 

    In THE LADDER Saint John describes the ascent toward spiritual perfection, which is essential for anyone 

who wishes to save his soul. It is a written account of his thoughts, based on the collected wisdom of many 

wise ascetics, and on his own spiritual experience. The book is a great help on the path to truth and virtue. The 

steps of THE LADDER proceed gradually from strength to strength on the path of perfection. The summit is 

not reached suddenly, but gradually, as the Savior says: “The Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and the 

violent take it by force” (Mt.11:12). Saint John is also commemorated on the fourth Sunday of Great Lent. 
 

Troparion (Tone 8) of St. John Climacus:  
 

By a flood of tears you made the desert fertile and by your longing for God you brought forth fruits in      

abundance. By the radiance of miracles, you illuminated the whole universe. O our holy Father John Climacus, 

pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 
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**Stewardship 2019 UPDATE** 

2019 Goal — $150,000 in pledge contributions & 80 forms returned! 

As of March 1, 2019, the following 48 parishioners & families have pledged a total amount of $104,665 

towards our goal. Many thanks to these parishioners who have filled out their 2019 Membership and 

Pledge Commitment Form. We ask ALL parishioners to fill out their form and return to our Church Office. 

   

  Parish Life Conference                                     Archdiocese Convention 

       June 19-23, 2019                         July 21-28, 2019 

    Hosted by—St. Nicholas Church                    Hosted by—St. Nicholas Church 

        Champaign, IL                      Grand Rapids, MI 

Adam & Stephanie Azar 

George & Cathy Azar 

Ray & Renee Azar 

Melinda Bement 

Brent & Stacey Bocard 

Michael Buzash 

Marci Childs 

Alecia Corey 

Pdn. Elias & Denise Corey 

Tim & Kim Curley 

Chris & Jacqui Ellis 

John & Jaimie Ellis 

Katherine Ellis 

Mary Helen Ellis 

Michael & Nancy Ellis 

Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller 

Dustin & Alexis Green 

Dan & Susan Hester 

Mary Inman 

Alan & Julie Kassis 

Bill & Sandy Kassis 

Rosemary T. Kassis 

Zack & Denise Kassis 

Dan Latinovich 

Russell & Jean Leo 

Bonnie Lisher 

Matthew & Alisha Lueke 

C. J. Maloof 

Patti Maloof 

Steve & Jamie Maynard 

Adrian Polit 

Beverly Shahadey 

Esther Simbol 

Mary Ann Simbol 

Nellie Simbol 

Dean & Maria Straub 

Danny & Claudia Tanoos 

Jim & Tricia Tanoos 

Mary Ann Tanoos 

Tony Tanoos 

Michael & Mary Jo Tom 

Michael A. Tom 

Jeremiah & Jennifer Turner 

Gary & Adelle Watts 

Preston & Gina White 

Andy Whitt 

Brad & LouAnn Wisbey 

John & Rima Yacoub 
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 Welcome Home—Henry Johnson 
Chrismated into the Orthodox Church—February 3, 2019 

 
We recently welcomed Henry Johnson into our parish community, as he was received into the Holy Orthodox 
Church via the Sacrament of Chrismation on Sunday, February 3, 2019. Henry was asked to write a brief bio/
conversion story, and it is presented below for our edification. Many thanks and God bless! 
 
My name is Henry Johnson, I’m 21 years old and I go to college at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. I 
was born in West Chester, Ohio with my twin sister Kay. Our older brother Leo was five when we were 
born. I was raised in a Christian home, we went to a Presbyterian Church every Sunday. As is often the 
case with the more modern, emotional approach to Christianity, I was left only remembering the          
profundity of faith, or what felt like it, instead of living it. These ups and downs were mentally and      
spiritually exhausting for me and were never fulfilling. My search for Orthodoxy began in earnest when I 
came home from break and read a section of a book titled Disciplines of a Godly Man. This book is not an 
Orthodox book but I read one paragraph of one page on the necessity of a church for the worship of God 
and I knew that I had to find a church. From that point I had one desire: I wanted to find the True Church. 
I read the history and distinctions of protestant denominations; this led me to the protestant reformation. I 
researched and attended a Roman Catholic Church. This led me to the Great Schism. When I was reading 
about Orthodoxy I was amazed at the beauty of its theology and teachings. I was drawn into Orthodoxy 
by the spiritual heights written about by great ascetics and saints. The Philokalia and a rereading of the 
Holy Gospels compelled me to pursue Orthodoxy. The time from when I first decided to find a church to 
when I walked into St. George for my first Vespers service was about 10 weeks. Since that first service, I 
have known that Orthodoxy is the fullness of the Truth and I have longingly waited to be Chrismated   
Orthodox that I may partake of the Lord’s Body and Blood. Now that I am Orthodox, I see that this is the 
greatest gift a person can receive and I learn that more every day. Glory be to God for all things. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry with his parents, and sponsor, George Ellis,          Henry’s Chrismation—reception into the Orthodox Church 
& Fr. Paul.       
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

 

                  DEPARTED 

+Archpriest Stephen Rhudy (former pastor); 

+Dorothy Sirigas (aunt of Stacey Bocard);       

+Joy Sacopulos;  

+Jenna Perrelle; 

+Louise Deacon (mother of Sh. Denise Corey);     

+Michael O’Brien (father of Lisa Zeck) 
 

                        LIVING 
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria); 

Bishop Alexander (Canada);  

Miriam Yazge;   Mary Lou Saikley;  

Christina Phipps;   Mary Inman;  

Henry Johnson (newly-illumined^); 

Marci Childs (catechumen*);  

Florence Bisig & Donna Lucey (Louisville);  

Gary Bocard (father of Brent Bocard);  

Lueke Family (catechumens*); Coby & Debbie Perrelle; 

Katherine Ellis; Maria Straub & child she bears; 

Alice Capshaw (mother-in-law of Kyrena Azar-Capshaw) 
    

^term denotes a person newly-received into the Orthodox Church 

*term denotes a person preparing for reception into the Orthodox 

Church  
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First Week of Great Lent: 
Sunday, March 10 — Forgiveness Vespers at 6:00p 

Monday, March 11 — Great Compline with Canon of St. Andrew of Crete at 6:00p 

Tuesday, March 12 — Great Compline with Canon of St. Andrew of Crete at 6:00p 

Wednesday, March 13 — Presanctified Liturgy and Potluck Meal at 6:00p 

Thursday, March 14 — Great Compline with Canon of St. Andrew of Crete at 6:00p 

Friday, March 15 — Akathist (Madayeh) at 6:00p 

Remaining Lenten Schedule: 
    Mondays (March 18, April 1, April 8, April 15) — Great Compline at 6:00p 

    Wednesdays (March 20, March 27, April 3, April 10, April 17) —  

                                               Presanctified Liturgy & Potluck Meal at 6:00p 

    Fridays (March 22, March 29, April 5, April 12) — Akathist (Madayeh) at 6:00p 
      

    *Monday, March 25 — Festal Liturgy for the Annunciation at 6:00p 

    *Thursday, April 11 — Little Compline with the  

                       Reading of the Life of St. Mary of Egypt at 6:00p 
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Pdn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Daily Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 

      Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2019 

 

   Mar 03                         Lueke Family 

   Mar 10*                       Bocard Family 

   Mar 17*                       Straub Family 

   Mar 24*                   Mike & Nancy Ellis 

   Mar 31*                        Zack Kassis 

 

   Apr 07*              John & Jaimie Ellis 

   Apr 14*    Abdayem Family 

   Apr 21*         Mary Helen Ellis & Family 

   Apr 28     Parish Community 
     

   * Denotes Fasting  
 

Dates AVAILABLE for 2019—we ask each 

family to sponsor at least one Sunday per year for the 
Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour; please contact the 
Church Office for available dates. We encourage those 
hosting to provide a light meal so we are afforded more 
opportunity for fellowship! 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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