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The Importance of Christian Friendships

In this age where secularism is on the rise, and materialism has become a major distraction
from spiritual pursuits, Christian friendship has never been more important. The pursuit of
personal fulfilment, entertainment, worldly pleasure, and the acquisition of material goods,
has become the dominant theme of our age. Families that once placed the life of the Church
as the center of their week, have drifted away from God. Having made idols of worldly
pleasures and pursuits, their family life has become focused on transitory goals, leaving
them in a state of spiritual bankruptcy. Parents who once brought their children to the
temple, having lost their own way, watch those children stray far from faith.

Centered on worldly pursuits, wedve all owe
are transitory in nature, thinking little on the things of God. Spiritual illness has infected our
youth like a virus, leaving them with little to sustain them, when times get tough. The
economic, political, and social instability of our age demands that we be spiritually fit, yet

we give our youth virtually nothing that will help them through the hardships ahead.

The life of a Christian has never been easy, but in an age that is proving to be hostile
towards the things of God, Christian friendship is all the more important. We need each

other. We need the encouragement that Christian friendship can give us, as we face a world
that has rejected Christ. The unity we have when we receive the Body and Blood of the
Savior, during each and every celebration of the Divine Liturgy, gives us strength to

withstand whatever may be coming. When all else has failed, and our culture, economy, and
material world has fallen into ruin, only faith will have the power to sustain us.

It is only our faith, supported and strengthened by our fellowship in Christ, that will have
the lasting power to keep us from falling into despair, as our world enters into a darkness
that will seem unconquerable. Hiding from the reality of a world that has lost its way, will

in no wise make the future brighter. Lifting each other up, as we share our faith in the Christ
Who came to make all things new, is the only hope we have. Let us not waste this life God
has given us, but let us move forward in faith, together, knowing that ultimately, the gates
of hell will not prevail against those who love God.

Reflection written by Abbot Tryphon of the AMerciful Saviour Orthodox Monastery (ROCOR) near Seattle,
Washington; posted on December 2, 2018. o0oMorning (



St. John the Merciful of Alexandria
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Saint John the Merciful, Patriarch of Alexandria, was born on
Cyprus in the seventh century into the family of the illustrious

dignitary Epiphanius. At the wish of his parents he entered
into marriage and had children. When the wife and the

4
4
7
7
2

in fasting and prayer, and had great love for those around
him. His spiritual exploits won him honor among men, and

even the emperor revered him. When the Patriarchal throne of
Alexandria fell vacant, the emperor Heraclius and all the
clergy begged Saint John to occupy the Patriarchal throne.

The saint worthily assumed his archpastoral service,
concerning himself with the moral and dogmatic welfare of his
flock. As patriarch he denounced every soul-destroying
heresy, and drove out from Alexandria the Monophysite
Phyllonos of Antioch. He considered his chief task to be charitable and to give help all those in need. At
the beginning of his patriarchal service he ordered his stewards to compile a list of all the poor and
downtrodden in Alexandria, which turned out to be over seven thousand men. The saint ordered that
al | of these unfortunates be provided for each

Twice during the week, on Wednesdays and Fridays, he emerged from the doors of the patriarchal
cathedral, and sitting on the church portico, he received everyone in need. He settled quarrels, helped
the wronged, and distributed alms. Three times a week he visited the sick-houses, and rendered
assistance to the suffering. It was during this period that the emperor Heraclius led a tremendous army
against the Persian emperor Chosroes Il. The Persians ravaged and burned Jerusalem, taking
multitude of captives. The holy Patriarch John gave a large portion of the church treasury for their
ransom.

The saint never refused suppliants. One day, when the saint was visiting the sick, he met a beggar and
commanded that he be given six silver coins. The beggar changed his clothes, ran on ahead of th
Patriarch, and again asked for alms. Saint John gave him six more silver coins. When, however, the
beggar sought charity a third time, and the servants began to chase the fellow away, the Patriarch
ordered that he be given twelve pieces of silywv
Twice the saint gave money to a merchant that had suffered shipwreck, and a third time gave him a
ship belonging to the Patriarchate and filled with grain, with which the merchant had a successful
journey and repaid his obligations.

Saint John the Merciful was known for his gentle attitude towards people. Once, the saint was
compelled to excommunicate two clergymen for a certain time because of some offense. One of them
repented, but the other fellow became angry with the Patriarch and fell into greater sins. The saint
wanted to summon him and calm him with kind words, but it slipped his mind. When he was

celebrating the Divine Liturgy, the saint was
bring your gift to the altar and remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
before the altar first, be reconciled with

24). The saint came out of the altar, called the offending clergyman to him, and falling down on his
knees before him in front of all the people he asked forgiveness. The cleric, filled with remorse,
repented of his sin, corrected himself, and afterwards was found worthy to be ordained to the
priesthood. (continued on p. 3)

children of the saint died, he became a monk. He was zealous
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(continued from p. 2)

Therg was a time when a certain citizen insulte
to avenge the wrong. The saint promised to deal with the offender so that all of Alexandria would marvel
at what he had done. This calmed George, and Saint John began to instruct him, speaking of the necessit
for meekness and humility. Then he summoned the man who insulted George. When Saint John learned
that the man lived in a house owned by the church, he declared that he would excuse him from paying
rent for an entire year. Alexandria indeed was
uncle how to forgive offenses and to bear insult

Saint John, a strict ascetic and man of prayer, was always mindful of his soul, and of death. He ordered a
coffin for himself, but told the craftsmen not to finish it. Instead, he would have them come each feastday
and ask if it was time to finish the work. Saint John was persuaded to accompany the governor Nicetas on
a visit to the emperor in Constantinople. While on his way to visit the earthly king, he dreamed of a

resplendent man who said to him, 0The King of Ki

Cyprus, and at Amanthos the saint peacefully fell asleep in the Lord (616-620).
Troparion (Tone 8) of St. John the Merciful:

By endurance you gained your reward, venerable Father; you persevered in prayer unceasingly; you love
and provided for them in all things. Blessed John the Merciful, intercede with Christ God that our souls
saved.
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WEEKLY Bible Study cBible Stuay

Tuesday mornings at 11:00af join us
as we gather for fellowship and
instruction from the Word of God!

‘Tuesdays @ n:ooam
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St George Orthodox Church
Terre Jaute, I

OPEN INVITATION i
commit to the Scriptures!

Reading through the
GOSpe Of St Mark “NOW IF WE ARE WILLING TO EXAMINE THE SCRIPTURES

IN THIS WAY, CAREFULLY AND SYSTEMATICALLY,
WE SHALL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN OUR SALVATION."
- ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM




MANY THANKS! Mediterranean Festival i September 29, 2019

Thanksgiving Baskets Charity

On the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving (this year fi Sunday, November 24), please join us
after Liturgy as we assemble and distribute over 200 Thanksgiving meals to families in need
in our local community! This charity drive requires all hands on deck fi so please participate
and give of your time, talents, and treasures for this worthy cause!

Also, to help with the great expense of over 200 Thanksgiving meals, we will offer a
Pre-Thanksgiving Luncheon Fundraiser on Sunday, November 10 during Fellowship
Hour. Please join us for this meal and give generously to help with the purchase of
Thanksgiving meals for families in need!

contact Christy Ellis (812-230-2524).

We g4 eatly appreciate all/l the hard work of
parish community at our recent Mediterranean Festivall Thanks to those who joined in the
festivities!



