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The Advent of our LORD… 
The term advent meaning “coming,” hence the name for the season of preparation for the 
Nativity (birth) of our Lord. The celebration surrounding this Great Feast in the Life of the 
Church centers on the newborn Child Who is the pre-eternal God, Who has “come” to save 
His creation. Our Lord has come-in-the-flesh on a mission to offer salvation to those in-the-
flesh (us, His creation). It’s more than just a cute and cuddly newborn babe—it’s the Son of 
God Who is from all eternity—the awesome mystery of the Incarnation of Christ our God.  

The preaching of the prophets, foretelling the manifestation of Christ, has today received its saving 
fulfillment: for He has come in the flesh to enlighten those in peril of darkness. 

Christ in strange-wise comes unto His own. Let us make ourselves strangers to sin, and let us receive 
him who dwells in the souls of the meek. 

 -Hymns from the Nativity Paraklesis (Supplication) Service 

Today the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth in a manner ineffable to the pre-eternal Word.     
Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest, and glorify with the angels and the shepherds, Him 
Who shall appear by His own will as a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God.   

-Kontakion (Tone 3) for the Forefeast of the Nativity 



2   

 

Parish UPDATE during COVID-19 (Winter 2020) 

As we continue to navigate the current pandemic and health crisis, we are adjusting our 
weekly liturgical schedule. We will go back to our regular schedule, which includes 
Wednesday and Saturday evening Vespers, and Matins and Divine Liturgy on Sunday.  
ALL services are OPEN for ALL to attend. Of course, we will continue to require masks to 
be worn, as well as maintain social distance. Therefore, attendance will still be limited    
inside the church proper, and an "overflow" area will be set up in our                                
Social Center. Basically, "first come, first serve" seating - please follow the instructions of 
our ushers when you arrive!  

If you are back to a normal routine, if you are “out and about” - at work, on vacation, at 
school, going to stores and restaurants, etc. then you should be joining us for our weekly 
schedule of liturgical services. If you don’t view the Church as “essential” to your life and 
seek an active participation with your parish community, then some reflection is a must of 
our priorities and values! To discuss further, please contact Fr. Paul. 

We will continue to live-stream ALL liturgical services for those unable to join us in-person 
worship. Visit our Facebook PAGE—”St. George Orthodox Church—Terre Haute.” You 
don’t need a Facebook account to access; simply visit our parish email or website for access. 
 

Safety & Health Protocols in accordance                                               

with the Directives of the Antiochian Archdiocese 

•    Those who feel sick or have a fever (above 99.5) – or have recently been exposed to  
someone who has – please do not enter the temple.  

•    Temple is to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after liturgical services.   

•    There should be six feet of space between persons not living in the same household.  

•   Hand sanitizer provided, as able, at the entrance for the faithful to use upon entering and 
leaving the Church. Faithful also encouraged to bring their own.  

•   The faithful are encouraged to wear face-coverings, and to remove only for the             
distribution of Holy Communion. 

•    Faithful are encouraged to open their mouths wide to receive Holy Communion and not 
close their lips on the spoon.  

•  Doors will be opened during and/or after services, as able, to allow fresh air in. 

•   Please observe proper hygiene practices – no hugging, handshakes, or kissing; proper 
handwashing, cough/sneeze into shoulder, etc.  

•   No Coffee (Fellowship) Hour until further notice. (If you would still like to host the holy 
oblation for one of the weekend days of Divine Liturgy, please do so – we ask families who 
are hosting to offer a special donation in lieu of hosting the fellowship meal). 
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St. Ignatius of Antioch—December 20 

The Hiero-martyr Ignatius the God-Bearer, was a disciple of the holy 
Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian, as was also Saint        
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (February 23). Saint Ignatius was the   
second bishop of Antioch, and successor to Bishop Euodius, Apostle 
of the Seventy (September 7). 

Tradition suggests that when Saint Ignatius was a little boy, the     
Savior hugged him and said: “Unless you turn and become as little 
children, you shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt. 18:3). 
The saint was called “God-Bearer” (Theophoros), because he bore 
God in his heart and prayed unceasingly to Him. He also had this 
name because he was held in the arms of Christ God. 

Saint Ignatius was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian,     
together with Saint Polycarp of Smyrna. As Bishop of Antioch, Saint 
Ignatius was zealous and spared no effort to build up the church of 
Christ. To him is attributed the practice of antiphonal singing (by two 

choirs) during church services. He had seen a vision of the angels in heaven alternately singing praises to 
God, and divided his church choir to follow this example. In the time of persecution he was a source of 
strength to the souls of his flock, and was eager to suffer for Christ. 

In the year 106 the emperor Trajan (98-117), after his victory over the Scythians, ordered everyone to give 
thanks to the pagan gods, and to put to death any Christians who refused to worship the idols. In the year 
107, Trajan happened to pass through Antioch. Here they told him that Bishop Ignatius openly confessed 
Christ, and taught people to scorn riches, to lead a virtuous life, and preserve their virginity. Saint Ignatius 
came voluntarily before the emperor, so as to avert persecution of the Christians in Antioch. Saint Ignatius 
rejected the persistent requests of the emperor Trajan to sacrifice to the idols. The emperor then decided to 
send him to Rome to be thrown to the wild beasts. Saint Ignatius joyfully accepted the sentence imposed 
upon him. His readiness for martyrdom was attested to by eyewitnesses, who accompanied Saint Ignatius 
from Antioch to Rome. 

On the way to Rome Saint Ignatius visited several churches, teaching and guiding the Christians there. He 
also wrote seven epistles: to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome, Philadelphia, and Smyrna. 
He also addressed a letter to Saint Polycarp, who mentions a collection of the letters of Saint Ignatius in his 
letter to the Philippians (Ch. 13). Saint Irenaeus of Lyons quotes from Saint Ignatius’s letter to the Romans 
(AGAINST HERESIES 5:28:4). All these letters have survived to the present day. 

The Roman Christians met Saint Ignatius with great joy and profound sorrow. Some of them hoped to   
prevent his execution, but Saint Ignatius implored them not to do this. Kneeling down, he prayed together 
with the believers for the Church, for love between the brethren, and for an end to the persecution against 
Christians. 

On December 20, the day of a pagan festival, they led Saint Ignatius into the arena, and he turned to the 
people: “Men of Rome, you know that I am sentenced to death, not because of any crime, but because of 
my love for God, by Whose love I am embraced. I long to be with Him, and offer myself to him as a pure 
loaf, made of fine wheat ground fine by the teeth of wild beasts.” 

 

            (continued on p. 4) 
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 (continued from p. 3) 

After this the lions were released and tore him to pieces, leaving only his heart and a few bones.        
Tradition says that on his way to execution, Saint Ignatius unceasingly repeated the name of Jesus 
Christ. When they asked him why he was doing this, Saint Ignatius answered that this Name was   
written in his heart, and that he confessed with his lips Him Whom he always carried within. When the 
saint was devoured by the lions, his heart was not touched. When they cut open the heart, the pagans 
saw an inscription in gold letters: “Jesus Christ.” After his execution Saint Ignatius appeared to many of 
the faithful in their sleep to comfort them, and some saw him at prayer for the city of Rome. 

Hearing of the saint’s great courage, Trajan thought well of him and stopped the persecution against 
the Christians. The relics of Saint Ignatius were transferred to Antioch (January 29), and on February 1, 
637 were returned to Rome and placed in the Church of San Clemente. 

Troparion (Tone 4) of St. Ignatius: 

By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, you became a successor to their throne. Through the practice of virtue, you 
found the way to divine contemplation, O inspired one of God; by teaching the word of truth without error, you 
defended the Faith, even to the shedding of your blood. Hiero-martyr Ignatius, entreat Christ God to save our 
souls. 

We will be mailing out a Community Christmas Card on     
behalf of the entire parish community. Also, we will be      
decorating the Church this Christmas. We ask our parish  
families to donate for these annual appeals. Please mail a 
check to the Church Office or bring to Church with you—
many thanks!  
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Learn from the Writings of the Church Fathers                                                       

—St. Irenaeus of Lyons (2nd century),                                       

On the Apostolic Preaching 

2: “The Virgin Shall Conceive”—”Christ Jesus” 

[53] And that this is Christ, who was with the Father, being the Word of the Father, [was going] to be    

incarnate and be a man and undergo birth, and be born of a Virgin and walk with men, the Father of all 

effecting His Incarnation, Isaiah says in this way, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give [you] a sign:     

Behold, the Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and you shall call Him Emmanuel. He shall eat butter 

and honey. Before He knows or chooses evil, He will select the good, for before the child knows good 

from evil, He shall reject the evil, to choose good,”—he made known that He [was going] to be born of a 

virgin, and that [He would be] truly a man he...announced by His eating and by calling Him a child and 

also by giving Him a name, for this [the custom] for infants. And His name is twofold: in the Hebrew   

language ‘Messiah’ [means] ‘Christ,’ and ‘Jesus,’ ‘Savior;’ and both of these names are the names of deeds 

accomplished. For He is named ‘Christ,’ since through Him the Father anointed and adorned all things, 

and [because in] His advent as man, He was anointed by the Spirit of God His Father, as He Himself says 

of Himself, by Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me, to bring good     

tidings to the poor.” And [He is called] ‘Savior,’ from this, that He was the cause of salvation to those who 

at that time were freed by Him from all kinds of sickness and from death, and to those who after them, 

believed in Him, [He is] the procurer of the coming and eternal salvation.  
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CONTINUED PLEDGING & CONTRIBUTIONS—2020 

We recognize that we are living in an uneasy time with the spread of the 
coronavirus. We hope that you continue your financial contribution and  
support to your Church. Even while limited in attendance, our obligations 
and expenses do not cease.  

Online payments are still an excellent method to support the church - visit 
our parish website (stgeorgeterrehaute.com) and click the 
"DONATE" button/link at the bottom of the homepage to contribute           
financially.  This donation option utilizes PayPal (E-commerce platform).    
If  you usually bring cash or checks to the church for your pledge, please put 
those funds aside and bring them when you join us in-person OR mail         
a check to the Church Office. THANK YOU! 
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Please include the following people in your daily prayers.  
Prayer requests may be made to Fr. Paul Fuller (frpaul.fuller@gmail.com). 

                  DEPARTED 

+Those newly departed from the Coronavirus 

throughout the world  

+Patriarch Irinej of Serbia (11/21/20) 

+Metropolitan Theodosius—OCA (10/19/20) 

+Metropolitan Maximos—Greek (11/2/20) 

+Mary Lou Saikley (2/13/20)   

+Paul Tanoos (7/26/20) 

+JR David (7/30/20) 

+Joan (Mareena) Nasser (10/24/20) 

+Helen Johnson (10/27/20) 

                            LIVING 
 

Those suffering from the Coronavirus throughout     

the world;  

Those suffering in Armenia, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Syria, 

& the Ukraine;  

Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John (Aleppo, Syria); 

Archbishop David (OCA—Alaska); Pdn. Elias Corey; 

Kalea Ellis; Aziz Haddad (Phoenix); Laura Burdick 

(friend of Nancy Ellis): Betty Azar; Noble Corey;     

Pam (mother of Preston White); Jaimie Ellis;               

Karen (wife of Christ Milienu); Lauren Meena (cousin 

of Fr. Paul); Richard Asfour (uncle of Kh. Ramia); 

George Ellis; Harold Netzler; Donald & Mary Ann   

Denning; Daniel Powell; Raoul David 
 

Special Petition: For all our doctors, nurses, medical    

professionals, scientists, volunteers, emergency          

personnel, and law enforcement agents, for those    

striving to help the sick and finding a cure in our       

current distress. 

 

 

Sign up now to offer the Holy Oblation  

& Coffee (Fellowship) Hour in 2021 

 

Even during the current adjustments, we are asking families to sign up to host 
the Holy Oblation in the upcoming year of 2021. We are still NOT having     
Coffee (Fellowship) Hour after services on Sunday until further notice;       
therefore, in lieu of the expense of offering a meal, we kindly ask parishioners 
to offer a donation to the Church instead of a meal. To sign up for a Sunday in 
2021, please contact the Church Office (812-232-5244).  
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“The Messenger” is the monthly  

publication of our Community at  
 

St. George Orthodox Church 
1900 South 4th Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 

 

Fr. Paul Fuller   †   Pdn. Elias Corey 

812-232-5244 office   stgeorgeocth@gmail.com 
 

www.stgeorgeterrehaute.com 
Please check our website for updates on 

all services, gatherings, and events. 
 

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday           9:00 AM   Matins    
        10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday           6:00 PM   Vespers 
Saturday                6:00 PM   Great Vespers 

 

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian  

Archdiocese of North America 
 

   Holy Oblation & Fellowship Hour—2020 

 If you’d like to offer the Holy Oblation (including 

prayer list), please contact Fr. Paul for arrangements. 
  

 

Dec 6*      White Family 

Dec 13*     AVAILABLE 

Dec 20*     Zeck Family 

Dec 25     Pdn. Elias Corey & Family—Parish Council 

Dec 27        Tony Tanoos 

    *denotes Nativity Fast 
 

Even with limited attendance, we ask families 
to  continue to offer the Holy Oblation. Since 
we aren’t offering Fellowship Hour, we ask 
families to offer a donation to the Church       
in lieu of providing a meal.  
 

You can sign up NOW for Sundays in 
2021—please contact the Church Office to 
make arrangements! 

St. George Orthodox Church 

1900 South Fourth Street 

Terre Haute, IN  47802 
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