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Making of a Catechumen  

In 2021, we will be presenting articles on some of the liturgical rites of the Orthodox Church:          
the blessings, ceremonies, and liturgical prayers offered for the faithful throughout the year and 
throughout their life. 

A catechumen is one who is preparing for Baptism in the Orthodox Church. In modern     
usage, catechumen can also refer to one who is preparing for chrismation (or another form 
of reception) to be received into the Church.In the ancient Church, the catechumenate, or 
time during which one is a catechumen, often lasted for as much as three years and included 
not only participation in the divine services but also catechesis, which is formal instruction 
from a teacher, often the bishop or appointed catechist.  

As the Church eventually became the majority religion of the lands in which it sojourned, 
the catechumenate as an institution gradually died out in many places, as most Christians 
were being baptized shortly after birth. As Orthodoxy has moved into the West and Far East 
and begun gaining converts to the faith, the catechumenate has been greatly rejuvenated. 

Prayer for the Making of a Catechumen:  

O Lord our God, we pray and beseech Thee, let the light of Thy countenance be signed upon Thy  
servant, NAME, and let the Cross of Thine Only-begotten Son be signed in his/her heart and 
thoughts so that he/she may flee from the vanity of this world and every evil plot of the enemy and 
that he/she may follow Thy precepts. And grant, O Lord, that Thy holy Name may remain not denied 
upon him/her, as he/she is united, in due time, to Thy holy Church and perfected through the fearful 
mysteries of Thy Christ; in order that, as he/she conducts his/her life according to Thy command-
ments, and preserves the Seal unbroken, he/she may obtain the blessedness of the elect in Thy King-
dom; by the grace and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, 
together with Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Catechetical instruction in Orthodoxy in North America does not typically last the three 
years which was common in the time of St. John Chrysostom, but typically can last from six 
months to a year, depending on the practice of the bishop, his jurisdiction, and the level of 
spiritual maturity of the catechumen, overseen by the local parish priest. Much like our  
spiritual journey in general, the process of conversion is a growth in our relationship with 
Jesus Christ and His Holy Church.  
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Synaxis of the Holy Apostles ñJune 30 

The Synaxis of the Glorious and All -Praiseworthy Twelve Apostles of Christ appears to be 

an ancient Feast. The Church honors each of the Twelve Apostles on separate dates during 

the year, and has established a general commemoration for all of them on the day after the 

commemoration of the Glorious and First -Ranked among the Apostles Peter and Paul. 

The holy God-crowned Emperor Constantine the Great (May 21) built a church in           

Constantinople in honor of the Twelve Apostles. There are instructions for celebrating this 

Feast which date from the fourth century. For lists of the Apostlesõ names, see: Mt.10:2, 

Mark 3:14, Luke 6:12, Acts 1:13, 26. 

The Apostle Andrew the First-called is also commemorated on November 30. He was the 

brother of Saint Peter (June 29). 

The Apostle James is also commemorated on April 30. He and his brother John are the sons 

of Zebedee, and were called òsons of Thunderó (Mark 3: 17). 

The Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian , beloved friend of Christ, is also         

commemorated on September 26 and May 8. He and his brother James are the sons of    

Zebedee, and were called òsons of Thunderó (Mark 3:17). 

The Apostle Philip is also commemorated on November 14. 

The Apostle Bartholomew is also commemorated on June 11 and August 25. 

The Apostle Thomas is also commemorated on October 6 and on the Sunday after Pascha. 

            (continued on p. 4) 
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      (continued from p. 3) 

The Apostle and Evangelist Matthew is also commemorated on November 16. 

The Apostle James, the son of Alphaeus, is also commemorated on October 9. 

The Apostle Jude is also commemorated on June 19. He is also known as Thaddeus (but 

should not be confused with Saint Thaddeus of the Seventy, who is commemorated on 

August 21), and was the brother of Saint James (October 23). 

The Apostle Simon the Zealot is also commemorated on May 10. 

The Apostle Matthias is also commemorated on August 9. 

Troparion (Tone 4) of the Synaxis of the Holy Apostles:  

First-enthroned of the Apostles, teachers of the universe: Entreat the Master of all to grant peace 

to the world, and to our souls great mercy! 
 

Graduation Recognition Sunday  

Congratulations to our graduates:  

Naya Abdayem , Nicholas Bement , Lauren Curley , Christopher    

Ellis , Jillian Turner , Giana White , Devon Zeck , and Lauren Zeck ! 

Each graduate received a $40 gift certificate to our parish bookstore 
on behalf of our parish community. Again, congratulations and may 
God grant you many years! 
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Join us weekly on                

Tuesday mornings at 11:00a   
for Bible Study & Fellowship.         

 

We are reading through            
the Epistles of St. Paul to the     

Philippians, Ephesians,            
Colossians, & Philemon 

 

 

 

Parish UPDATE during COVID -19 (Summer 2021) 

 

Having received the GOOD NEWS from His Eminence,       
Metropolitan JOSEPH regarding the full lifting of restrictions 
(see letter on p. 2), we are in the midst of full participation in 
the Life of the Church for ALL of our parishioners! We have  
returned to our Church Temple for ALL liturgical services and 
discontinued the usage of live-streaming.  

If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Paul Fuller to    
discuss further. May God bless our parish community as we 
continue to enjoy the fullness of parish life: services and         
activities!  


